CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for collaborative speech recognition in a network, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) capturing speech as at least one audio stream by at least one capturing device; 

(b) producing a plurality of text streams from the at least one audio stream by at 
least one recognition device; and 

(c) detennining a best recognized text stream from the plurality of text streams. 



2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the capturing step (a) further comprises: 
(al) _ detenojping a best quality audio stream from a plurality of audio streams. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

(a2) routing the best quality audio stream to a plurality of recognition devices. 



4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the producing step (b) comprises: 
(bl) producing the plurality of text streams from a best quality audio stream of a 
plurality of audio streams. 



5. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining step (c) comprises: 
(c 1 ) assessing agreement between the plurality of text streams; 
(c2) determining an interim best recognized text stream; and 
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(c3) correcting the interim best recognized text stream to obtain the best recognized 
text stream. 

6. The method of claim 1 ? further comprising: 

(d) storing the best recognized text stream in a repository. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one capturing device and the at 
least one recognition device is the same device. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein a capturing device is a device which comprises 
speech recognition technology. 



9. The method of claim 1 , wherein a recognition device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

1 0. A method for collaborative speech recognition in a network, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) capturing speech as a plurality of audio streams by a plurality of capturing 
devices; 

(b) determining a best quality audio stream from the plurality of audio streams; 

(c) producing a plurality of text streams from the best quality audio stream by at 
least one recognition device; and 

(d) determining a best recognized text stream from the plurality of text streams. 
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11. 
(bl) 



The method of claim 10, wherein the determining step (b) further comprises: 
routing the best quality audio stream to the at least one recognition device. 



1 2. The method of claim 1 0, wherein the determining step (d) comprises: 
(dl) assessing agreement between the plurality of text streams; 

(d2) determining an interim best recognized text stream; and 

(d3) correcting the interim best recognized text stream to obtain the best recognized 
text stream. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 0 3 further comprising: 

(e) storing the best recognized text stream in a repository. 

14. The method of claim 1 0, wherein the plurality of capturing devices and the at 
least one recognition device are the same devices. 

1 5 . The "method of claim 1 0, wherein a capturing device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 0, wherein a recognition device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

1 7. A computer readable medium with program instructions for providing 
collaborative speech recognition in a network, the instructions for: 
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(a) capturing speech as at least one audio stream by at least one capturing device; 

(b) producing a plurality of text streams from the at least one audio stream by at 
least one recognition device; and 

(c) determining a best recognized text stream from the plurality of text streams. 

1 8. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein the capturing instruction (a) further 
comprises instructions for: 

(al) determining a best quality audio stream from a plurality of audio streams. 

1 9. The medium of claim 1 8, further comprising instructions for: 

(a2) routing the best quality audio stream to a plurality of recognition devices. 

rsr 

20. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein the producing instruction (b) comprises 
instructions for: 

(bl) producing the plurality of text streams from a best quality audio stream of a 
plurality of audio streams. 

21. The medium of claim 17, wherein the determining instruction (c) comprises 
instructions for: 

(cl) assessing agreement between the plurality of text streams; 
(c2) determining an interim best recognized text stream; and 
(c3) correcting the interim best recognized text stream to obtain the best recognized 
text stream. 
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22. The medium of claim 1 7, further comprising instructions for: 
(d) storing the best recognized text stream in a repository. 



23 . The medium of claim 1 7, wherein the at least one capturing device and the at 
least one recognition device is the same device. 

24. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein a capturing device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

25. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein a recognition device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

26. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein a capturing device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

27. The medium of claim 1 7, wherein a recognition device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 

28. A computer readable medium with program instructions for providing 
collaborative speech recognition in a network, the instructions for: 

(a) capturing speech as a plurality of audio streams by a plurality of capturing 
devices; 

(b) determining a best quality audio stream from the plurality of audio streams; 
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(c) producing a plurality of text streams from the best quality audio stream by at 
least one recognition device; and 

(d) determining a best recognized text stream from the plurality of text streams. 

29. The medium of claim 28, wherein the determining instruction (b) further 
comprises instructions for: 

(bl) routing the best quality audio stream to the at least one recognition device. 

The medium of claim 28, wherein the determining instruction (d) comprises 
for: 

assessing agreement between the plurality of text streams; 
determining an interim best recognized text stream; and 
correcting the interim best recognized text stream to obtain the best recognized 

3 1 . The medium of claim 28, further comprising instructions for: 
(e) storing the best recognized text stream in a repository. 

32. The medium of claim 28, wherein the plurality of capturing devices and the at 
least one recognition device are the same devices. 

33 . The medium of claim 28 ? wherein a capturing device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 



30. 

instructions 

(di) 

(d2) 
(d3) 

text stream. 
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34. The medium of claim 28, wherein a recognition device is a device which 
comprises speech recognition technology. 



35. A system, comprising: 

at least one capturing device, wherein the at least one capturing device comprises 
speech capture technology, wherein the at least one capturing device is capable of capturing at 
least one audio stream; 

at least one recognition device, wherein the at least one recognition device comprises 
speech recognition technology, wherein the at least one recognition device is capable of 
producing a plurality of text streams from the at least one audio stream; and 

a designated arbitration device, wherein the designated arbitration device is capable of 
determining a best recognized text stream from the plurality of text streams. 

36. The system of claim 35, further comprising: 

a plurality of participating devices, wherein each of the plurality of participating 
devices is capable of applying a correction to an interim best recognized text stream to obtain 
the best recognized text stream. 

37, The system of claim 35, further comprising: 

a repository for storing the best recognized text stream. 
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